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Engaging young people with science through out-ofschool-hours learning

Manchester Museum – The Gene)cs of the Two Brothers

Cascading knowledge
by training the trainer

8
par)cipants

140 teachers in schools

3166 children
Transforming Learning in Science
Through Collabora)on With Museums

Adam Goldwater

Ocean Song:
Sounds of the Sea
Crea)ve Science Engagement with
Natural History Collec)ons: Arts
and Science at the
Museum of Zoology
Community engagement project combining
arts and science to create a piece of sound
art inspired by the Museum of Zoology’s
iconic Fin Whale skeleton.
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Education
Mountain View students take cyber trip to Harvard
Mike Parks
editor@thefranklinpress.com

Students learning about
ancient cultures at Mountain
View Intermediate School got
a unique treat last week, getting an inside and personal
tour of the Peabody Museum
of Archaeology & Ethnology
at Harvard University.
The students, gathered
in the school’s media center,
got to meet Andy Majewski,
education specialist for the
museum, through Skype – an
online video chat program
that allowed the kids to see
and hear Majewski as he led
them through specific exhibits in the museum near Boston
that tied in with their current
lessons in Franklin.
“One of the goals we have
is we realized how far away
the people who are traveling
to our museum live, and the
field trips usually are limited
by the age-old problem of
time and money,” Majewski
said following his presentation Friday, May 1.
Schools pay a small fee to
take part in the presentations,
and MVI received a discount
and grants to help pay for the
program.
“It’s worth the money,”
Majewski said of the different educational offerings at
the museum. “It’s pretty much
the bus money that limits field
trips. Secondly, administrators view it as time well spent
they otherwise would be out
of school.”
Improving technology and
Internet connectivity allows
students to see clear video of
the exhibits and speak with
Majewski in real time with
no lag or buffering delays –
making for an almost-there
feeling for participants who
otherwise would likely never
visit the museum. Many
school systems have limited
their field trips due to budget
issues in past years.
And having an energetic,

friendly presenter such as
Majewski makes sure kids
stay on their toes despite sitting in a classroom. He frequently interacted with students through questions and
materials teachers printed out
beforehand, even at one point
donning a recreation of an
ancient headdress to get his
point across.
“We recognize that one
of the potential drawbacks of

presenting in a medium like
this is it’s very similar to a
passive-type of experience
students are more familiar
with having, i.e. staring at
a screen watching a movie,”
Majewski said. “They can’t
interact like that. If the presenter is conscious about
engaging them, it changes
their reactions.”
Majewski showed students
how to pick up on symbols

carved into ancient statues
and tablets to piece together
information about the culture
at the time, showing how difficult it can be to understand
all that happened in a bygone
age. Students chimed in with
their guesses about what each
carved symbol meant, with
Majewski helping them along
the way and pointing out
similarities between forgotten
cultures and today.

“We’re not all that different from these people living
1,000 years ago in the middle
of the jungle,” he said to students while showing how one
Maya community was built
much like towns today are,
with shopping, government,
entertainment and worship
districts.
The program, focused on
the Aztecs and Mayas, is a
continuation of the ancient
civilizations lessons MVI
sixth-graders have been studying recently. A professor from
Western Carolina University
came to work with the students
last month on studying ancient
pottery, putting another unique
spin on the education process.
“I think the most important thing about utilizing these
resources, like the Peabody
Museum of Archaeology and
Ethnology, is that it gives students an opportunity to actually see artifacts from the cultures we are studying,” MVI
teacher Miranda Manley said.
“The Peabody Museum of
Archaeology and Ethnology

provided a great introduction
to the Aztec and Maya civilizations which will be greatly
beneficial to my students when
we begin our studies of those
cultures. Programs like this
give my students the background knowledge that they
need in order to make connections to the curriculum in the
classroom.”
Sixth-grader Alexis Byrd
was pleased with the experience, she said after the presentation.
“I learned a lot about how
they used their temples and
what they were all about,” she
said, adding that she enjoyed
getting to tour the museum
through Skype.
Enrique Garcia was surprised by another part of the
presentation, focusing on the
importance of genealogy to
the cultures.
“There were so many
great-grandpas,” he said.
“There were so many generations cause they only wanted
to hand rule down in the royal
family.”
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(Above) Andy Majewski, education specialist at the Peabody Museum of Archaeology
and Ethnology at Harvard University (on screen), uses Skype to speak to Mountain
View Intermediate School students about the statue behind him and why it is important.

Education Briefs
Nantahala School considers summer lunch program
Nantahala School is
asking the community if it
would be interested in seeing a free hot lunch program
offered during the summer
for local kids.

The program would serve
children ages 2 years old to
19 years old with a free lunch
at the school’s cafeteria and
at the Nantahala Rec Park
Monday through Friday,

Blood drive scholarships
High school and college
students can win a scholarship this summer by hosting an American Red Cross
blood drive.
Registration for the
Leaders Save Lives program is now open for drives
that will take place between
June 1 and Aug. 31. Students
who participate as a blood

11:30 a.m. to 12:45 p.m. The
program would support children who may otherwise not
get as many meals during
the summer months when
they aren’t receiving free or

reduced lunch and breakfast
at school.
Students were given a
survey to give to parents last
week. Call 828-321-4388 for
more information.

Schedule a
Virtual Field Trip!

drive coordinator are eligible
to win a scholarship up to
$2,500 for higher education.
Ten scholarships will be
awarded via a drawing for
students who achieve 100
percent of their blood drive
collections goal. Find more
information at redcrossblood.
org.
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