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Community	engagement	project	combining	
arts	and	science	to	create	a	piece	of	sound	
art	inspired	by	the	Museum	of	Zoology’s	
iconic	Fin	Whale	skeleton.			
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Students learning about 
ancient cultures at Mountain 
View Intermediate School got 
a unique treat last week, get-
ting an inside and personal 
tour of the Peabody Museum 
of Archaeology & Ethnology 
at Harvard University.

The students, gathered 
in the school’s media center, 
got to meet Andy Majewski, 
education specialist for the 
museum, through Skype – an 
online video chat program 
that allowed the kids to see 
and hear Majewski as he led 
them through specific exhib-
its in the museum near Boston 
that tied in with their current 
lessons in Franklin.

“One of the goals we have 
is we realized how far away 
the people who are traveling 
to our museum live, and the 
field trips usually are limited 
by the age-old problem of 
time and money,” Majewski 
said following his presenta-
tion Friday, May 1. 

Schools pay a small fee to 
take part in the presentations, 
and MVI received a discount 
and grants to help pay for the 
program.

“It’s worth the money,” 
Majewski said of the differ-
ent educational offerings at 
the museum. “It’s pretty much 
the bus money that limits field 
trips. Secondly, administra-
tors view it as time well spent 
they otherwise would be out 
of school.”

Improving technology and 
Internet connectivity allows 
students to see clear video of 
the exhibits and speak with 
Majewski in real time with 
no lag or buffering delays – 
making for an almost-there 
feeling  for participants who 
otherwise would likely never 
visit the museum. Many 
school systems have limited 
their field trips due to budget 
issues in past years.

And having an energetic, 

friendly presenter such as 
Majewski makes sure kids 
stay on their toes despite sit-
ting in a classroom. He fre-
quently interacted with stu-
dents through questions and 
materials teachers printed out 
beforehand, even at one point 
donning a recreation of an 
ancient headdress to get his 
point across.

“We recognize that one 
of the potential drawbacks of 

presenting in a medium like 
this is it’s very similar to a 
passive-type of experience 
students are more familiar 
with having, i.e. staring at 
a screen watching a movie,” 
Majewski said. “They can’t 
interact like that. If the pre-
senter is conscious about 
engaging them, it changes 
their reactions.”

Majewski showed students 
how to pick up on symbols 

carved into ancient statues 
and tablets to piece together 
information about the culture 
at the time, showing how dif-
ficult it can be to understand 
all that happened in a bygone 
age. Students chimed in with 
their guesses about what each 
carved symbol meant, with 
Majewski helping them along 
the way and pointing out 
similarities between forgotten 
cultures and today.

“We’re not all that differ-
ent from these people living 
1,000 years ago in the middle 
of the jungle,” he said to stu-
dents while showing how one 
Maya community was built 
much like towns today are, 
with shopping, government, 
entertainment and worship 
districts.

The program, focused on 
the Aztecs and Mayas, is a 
continuation of the ancient 
civilizations lessons MVI 
sixth-graders have been study-
ing recently. A professor from 
Western Carolina University 
came to work with the students 
last month on studying ancient 
pottery, putting another unique 
spin on the education process.

“I think the most impor-
tant thing about utilizing these 
resources, like the Peabody 
Museum of Archaeology and 
Ethnology, is that it gives stu-
dents an opportunity to actu-
ally see artifacts from the cul-
tures we are studying,” MVI 
teacher Miranda Manley said. 
“The Peabody Museum of 
Archaeology and Ethnology 

provided a great introduction 
to the Aztec and Maya civili-
zations which will be greatly 
beneficial to my students when 
we begin our studies of those 
cultures. Programs like this 
give my students the back-
ground knowledge that they 
need in order to make connec-
tions to the curriculum in the 
classroom.”

Sixth-grader Alexis Byrd 
was pleased with the experi-
ence, she said after the pre-
sentation.

“I learned a lot about how 
they used their temples and 
what they were all about,” she 
said, adding that she enjoyed 
getting to tour the museum 
through Skype. 

Enrique Garcia was sur-
prised by another part of the 
presentation, focusing on the 
importance of genealogy to 
the cultures.

“There were so many 
great-grandpas,” he said. 
“There were so many genera-
tions cause they only wanted 
to hand rule down in the royal 
family.”
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Education
Mountain View students take cyber trip to Harvard

Mike Parks/Press photo
(Above) Andy Majewski, education specialist at the Peabody Museum of Archaeology 
and Ethnology at Harvard University (on screen), uses Skype to speak to Mountain 
View Intermediate School students about the statue behind him and why it is important.

consecutive positive evalu-
ations. Those reasons range 
from inadequate perfor-
mance and immorality to 
drug or alcohol abuse and 
committing a felony.

The policy is based on 
another approved by the 
Wake County Board of 
Education last year. Macon 
is the third county to do 
it, with Wake and Durham 
being the other two, accord-
ing to John deVille, Franklin 
High School (FHS) teacher 
and NCAE representative.

Analicia Ashe Semma, a 
teacher at FHS approaching 
her fourth year in Macon in 
June, is grateful for the new 
policy.

“It gives me peace of 
mind and motivates me to 
continue teaching in North 
Carolina, specifically in 
Macon County,” she said, 
adding that she believes the 
measure would help attract 
the “best and brightest” edu-
cators to the area. “It is a 
relief to know that I am able 

to have the rights that will 
ensure that I can’t be dis-
missed for trivial or per-
sonal reasons. I am proud 
to teach at Franklin High 
School, and I look forward to 
teaching here for many years 
to come.”

“The board’s desire was 
to provide teachers with 
protection against termina-
tion due to personal, politi-
cal, religious or capricious 
and arbitrary reasons,” 
Macon County Schools 
Superintendent Chris 
Baldwin said of the deci-
sion. “This policy provides 
those protections for teach-
ers but still allows school 
administrators the ability to 
help teachers improve.”

The policy also provides 
school administrators the 
opportunity to weed out the 
small percentage of teachers 
who may have chosen the 
wrong career, Baldwin said.

“Policy 705 helps to 
ensure that our students will 
have the best possible teach-
ers in front of them every 
day,” he said.

Contract: Policy gives relief
continued from 1A

Nantahala School is 
asking the community if it 
would be interested in see-
ing a free hot lunch program 
offered during the summer 
for local kids.

The program would serve 
children ages 2 years old to 
19 years old with a free lunch 
at the school’s cafeteria and 
at the Nantahala Rec Park 
Monday through Friday, 

11:30 a.m. to 12:45 p.m. The 
program would support chil-
dren who may otherwise not 
get as many meals during 
the summer months when 
they aren’t receiving free or 

reduced lunch and breakfast 
at school. 

Students were given a 
survey to give to parents last 
week. Call 828-321-4388 for 
more information. 

High school and college 
students can win a scholar-
ship this summer by host-
ing an American Red Cross 
blood drive.

Registration for the 
Leaders Save Lives pro-
gram is now open for drives 
that will take place between 
June 1 and Aug. 31. Students 
who participate as a blood 

drive coordinator are eligible 
to win a scholarship up to 
$2,500 for higher education.

Ten scholarships will be 
awarded via a drawing for 
students who achieve 100 
percent of their blood drive 
collections goal. Find more 
information at redcrossblood.
org. 
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Museu	de	Ciências	e	Tecnologia	

ProMUSIT:	3	million	people	reached	to	date	in	180	towns	and	ci)es	
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Museu	de	Ciências	e	Tecnologia	

1136	km	
=	London	to	Vienna	

Area	of	Rio	Grande	do	Sul	
292,000	km2	

Area	of	UK	
242,000	km2	
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3,000	schools	benefi4ed	since	programme	started	



Museu	do	Amanhã	
Rio	de	Janeiro	
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Anthropoceno	
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Museu	da	Maré	
Rio	de	Janeiro	



Museu	da	Maré	
Rio	de	Janeiro	


