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• Context of the establishment of the Office for Students

• Overview of the new regulatory environment for English higher education

• Future priorities and activity

Agenda



We are the independent regulator of higher education in England





The regulatory framework

- Go through a registration process
- Not compulsory but route to public funding, student loans, tier 4 licences, degree 

awarding powers and university title
- Providers are checked for compliance with 24 conditions (ranging from access and 

participation to financial sustainability)
- We can register a provider with specific conditions or enhanced monitoring 

- Are regulated on an ongoing basis 
- Providers must comply with ongoing conditions
- OfS gathers information but only investigates where there is a risk of a breach of 

condition
- Ultimately can sanction or even de-register

Provider level regulation



The regulatory framework

OfS has a role to create conditions for improvement over and above the baseline 
conditions.

- Transparency

- Student engagement

- Improve information, advice and guidance for students (IAG)

- Improve quality of teaching (Teaching Excellence Framework)

- Funding

- Convening and collaboration

Sector level regulation



• Review of registration process
• Establishing ongoing monitoring and intervention
• Admissions review
• Mental health
• New guidance from the Secretary of State (this week), prioritising

• Revisiting baselines on quality as part of improving VfM

• Further reform of TEF

• Review of admissions (inc. PQA)

• Action on marketing practices such as unconditional offers

• Student contracts

• Incentivising innovation in provision (e.g. flexible, part-time, accelerated) especially for mature 
students

• [No mention of Augar]

Future priorities and activity



Thank you for listening
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