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THIS. IS. NOT. NORMAL.
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The current climate for HE
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Challenges 

• Brexit and immigration

• Funding

• Reputational issues 

• Gaining better public support



Brexit no-deal uncertainty
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EU students entering the UK under European Temporary 
Leave to Remain system could only stay in the UK for up to 
three years.

UK institutions would become ineligible to compete for the 
globally-prestigious research funding

Around 17,000 students in the UK would not be able to 
study or work abroad as part of Erasmus+

A no-deal exit could jeopardise the UK’s ability to associate 
with the next Horizon programme from 2021–27.

Uncertainty over EU Student fees/loan status could impact



Preparing universities

Majority of universities well-prepared for no-deal Brexit; but more 
than 80% ‘very’ or ‘extremely’ concerned about the impact no-deal 
on their university:

• 50% of institutions have experienced a change in demand from 
EU students.

• 55% have experienced a change in the level of collaboration 
with overseas partners. 

• 60% have lost existing or potential staff members to overseas 
institutions.
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International students
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Government’s International 
Education Strategy – grow  
International student 
numbers 600,000 per year, 
by 2030.

Change on post-study work 
visas a significant and 
positive development.



Key recommendations from Augar review
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• Focus on lifelong learning

• Reintroduction of maintenance grant

• Encouraging more people to do post-
18 qualifications 

• But concern over cutting fees to £7.5K 
fees without top up



Reputational issues
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What universities are doing
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Public understanding, 
trust and support 
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The prism through which universities are seen 
tends to be the undergraduate student 

experience

This means that postgraduate study or research is rarely 
front of mind; however, when presented with information 
about university research, the public are overwhelmingly 

positive about it.



There is a real interest in universities’ role in 
their local community, but this is the area of 
impact least understood or recognised 

Just 31% say that universities have a positive impact on their local community, while

40% feel that they are not informed to any extent about the impact of 
universities on their local community



A lack of understanding of universities’ impact creates a risk that 
even the most positive lack ammunition to advocate for the sector 

Only a minority say they feel informed to 
a great extent about what we do

In the workshops it was apparent that 
the majority of people rarely think about 
universities, largely finding the sector 
irrelevant 
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COMING SOON – WE WOULD LIKE YOUR HELP 

• More people realise the 
importance of universities in 
shaping the UK’s cultural and 
creative excellence.

• Recognition of the importance of 
the arts and culture to the UK 
economy and our lives.

• Artists standing up for their 
education

• Rebalancing of STEM and low 
value degree narrative
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