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Our diverse collections and audiences inspire our research, and we aim to ensure 
that our research inspires, involves and benefits those audiences. 

Our staff will draw upon both deep knowledge of, and diverse perspectives on, art 
and material culture to make a difference through innovative and relevant research. 
Our research will help us to explore the myriad ways in which art and culture touch 
people's lives, working with our audiences to develop knowledge, skills, agency and 
a sense of belonging, as well as enhancing health and wellbeing.

The Fitzwilliam Museum. Research and Impact Strategy, 2021-4







‘Envisioning a future of 
global peace and justice, we 
must all realize that 
collaboration is the practice 
that will most effectively 
enable everyone to 
dialogue together, to create 
a new language of 
community and mutual 
partnership .’ 

bel hooks. Teaching Critical 
Thinking: Practical Wisdom, 
2009: 41



‘Research as an inclusive 
process of enquiry undertaken 
by practitioners working 
alongside academic and non-
academic researchers within an 
open and exploratory 
environment where expertise is 
valued non- hierarchically.’ 

Emily Pringle. Rethinking 
Research in the Art Museum, 
2020: 163



Action Research Cycle
Adapted from MacNaugthon and Hughes, 2009, McNiff, 2017
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‘reflection- true reflection- leads to action. On the 
other hand, when the situation calls for action, 
that action will constitute an authentic praxis 
only if its consequences become the object of 
critical reflection.’ 

Paulo Freire. Pedagogy of the Oppressed, 1970: 40
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‘It’s about the democratisation 
of museums, breaking down 
the system. The museum is 
changing, involving people, 
local people.’ 

Susan. Connections Group 
Member, 2023











Jade

‘The Connections project feels like a welcome step by the Fitzwilliam to 
bring in community members to help break down the many barriers that 
can prevent people from accessing Cambridge's museums and art 
institutions.’ 

Sue
‘I think [what excites me] is the opportunity to have a voice and create a 
little bit of anarchy … I’m passionate about storytelling. For me, it’s about, 
‘where’s the story in this?’ and I’m passionate about people being able to 
connect with what they see.’
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